
   
 
 
 
 
 
  

December 2021 /  

January 2022 

 

Staff News  
 

 We would like to congratulate Courtney who 
recently got married to her partner Shaun on 
Sunday 21st November. We would like to wish 
Courtney and Shaun all the happiness as Mr 
and Mrs Lear.  
 

 Congratulations to Becky Jennings-Brown and 
her husband Craig on the safe arrival of their 
baby girl, Delilah on Tuesday 18th January. 
Mother and baby are doing well and Ellis is 
taking to being a big bother well! 
 

 Congratulations to Christina and her husband 
Manolis who welcomed their baby boy, 
Konstantinos on Saturday 1st January. Both 
mother and baby are doing well and we can’t 
wait to meet Konstantinos. 
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Nursery News  
 

We would like to welcome Tilly Thorns-Hartley to the team. Tilly joined us on Monday 
24th January and has taken over as our Snowdrop room leader. Tilly is level 3 qualified 
and has a wealth of experience and knowledge of working with babies and running a 
team. We hope you join us in welcoming Tilly to Charlton. 
 
We are sad to say that Alannis Beecroft, our Daffodil room leader will be leaving us on 
Friday 25th March. We would like to thank Alannis for all the hard work and ideas she has 
brought to the Daffodil room and we wish her all the luck for her future.  

 
We will be welcoming Anna Murphy to the Charlton team on Monday 21st March. Anna 
will be taking on the role as Daffodil room leader. Anna will be spending some time with 
Alannis before she leaves. Anna is level 3 qualified and has previous experience in 
running a toddler room.  
 
We would like to congratulate Casey Osman, who is based in our Sunflower room on 
becoming Sunflowers room leader. Casey will be taking over Sunflowers whilst Brianna 
Stanton goes on maternity leave. Casey has lots of previous experience running a pre-
school room. Brianna’s last day before her maternity leave starts is Friday 11th February. 
We wish Brianna all the best for the safe arrival of her baby boy. 
 

 

Casey Osman 

Tilly Thorns-Hartley 



What have we been up to? 
 
 

Snowdrops 
Snowdrops have been busy with lots of creative and tactile activities this month 
including painting, sand play, playdough, baking and flour play. They explored the 
paint by using different tools to create different marks with the paint. You can find 
their great art work displayed within the room. They have also been making some 
delicious biscuits, with the children helping to mixing and roll out the mixture.  

 

 

 
 
 
Daffodils 
Daffodils have shown a great interest in construction and building recently, so the Daffodil’s 
team have worked together to convert the vets corner into a construction corner. They have 
included different types of loose parts, bricks, hammers, diggers etc. Daffodils have also 
been busy spending lots of time in the garden on the bikes, slides and playing with the 
footballs. They have noticed that the cold weather has been creating lots of ice and frost so 

have been exploring this as well. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bluebells 
Bluebells have been showing lots of interest in vehicles recently so they have been 
learning about different vehicles, diggers in particular. They have been using different 
vehicles to explore the marks they can make in a painting activity. They used the floor 
space to create a large canvas and used different colours and vehicles to make a master 
piece! Bluebells have recently developed their loose parts corner by adding more 
resources to enhance children’s play. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Sunflowers 
Sunflowers have been talking lots about ‘people who help us’ and all the different types 
of occupations and emergency services. They have even been learning about 999 and 
how/when to dial this. Sunflowers had a visit from one of their parents who is a Nurse, 
who read them a story and spoke to them about what her job role is and even had some 
props for them to explore. Sunflowers have also been learning about different body 
parts and learning the names for them. They have also been playing lots of matching 
numbers games and matching number to quantity.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity Ideas… 

 
Why not try some of our fun activity ideas at home to continue some of the interests the children have 
shown at nursery.  

Playdough  

Makes 1 coloured ball Prep 10 minutes 

You will need 

 8 tbsp plain flour 

 2 tbsp table salt  

 60ml warm water 

 food colouring of choice 

 1 tbsp vegetable oil 

Method  

 1. Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. In a separate bowl mix together the water, a few drops of food colouring and 

the oil. 

 2. Pour the coloured water into the flour mix and bring together with a spoon. 

 3. Dust a work surface with a little flour and turn out the dough. Knead together for a few minutes to form a smooth 

dough. If you want a more intense colour you can work in a few extra drops of food colouring. 

 4. Store in a plastic sandwich bag (squeeze out the air) in the fridge to keep it fresh. 

 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://madeinapinch.com/5-minute-non-toxic-easy-homemade-playdough-recipe/&ved=2ahUKEwjpx9iQ_cz1AhVBxIUKHcrpDRgQqoUBegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw1H87YbvHXMRrgDeh5fXZh-
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.oetker.co.uk/uk-en/recipe/r/playdough&ved=2ahUKEwjpx9iQ_cz1AhVBxIUKHcrpDRgQqoUBegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1qRX2cuO5Uw0ElG9PO1U0w


 

Introduce loose parts play at home… 
 
What is loose parts play? 
Loose parts is the label given to any collection of natural or man-made 
materials that can be used to expand upon children’s play. Loose parts have 
no specific function or goal. They can be moved, arranged, designed, taken 
apart and more! Loose parts are any object that has open-ended potential. Any 
item you can find that can be used in multiple ways and has interesting texture, 
smell, shape, color, or other properties can be used as loose parts. These items 
can be used entirely at the discretion of the child. Children can explore, create 
and imagine and assign their own purpose and meaning to the objects.  

 
Types of items that can be used for ‘loose parts play’: 

 Household: cotton reels, curtain rings, blocks, beads, buttons, balls, 
tubes, tins, pots, springs, washers, marbles, bangles, tiles, pegs, spoons, 
lids, scoops, cups, sponges, containers, boxes, corks, potato masher, 
whisks, baking tins 

 Natural resources: stones, sea shells, pine cones, leaves, sticks, conkers, 
acorns, sand, sticks 

 Fabrics and Materials: scarves, ribbons, laces, scrunchies, pom 
poms, doilies, tissue paper, bubble wrap  

How to use loose parts in play: 

 Start by collecting a range of different items suggested above.  

 Once you have a good collection of different resources you can let 
your child explore these loose parts and let them be creative and use their imagination.  

 You can also add loose parts to other resources/toys such as; animals, small world people, trucks, 
cars. 

 

Polite Reminders:-  
 
 

 Please can we remember to label all clothes, bags and shoes! As we get busier it is easy for items to 
get mixed up or misplaced so this helps us to ensure that the correct items go home! As the weather 
gets wetter and colder, please can you remember to pack waterproof suits or waterproof trousers 
and coats along with additional layers, hats, gloves etc.  
 

 Medicine- Please be reminded that our medication policy changed (before covid) and we only give 
calpol when a parent is on their way to collect their child if they have a high temperature. Children 
are not allowed into nursery if they have been given calpol as this can mask symptoms. If a child 
requires calpol then they are poorly and will not feel well enough for a nursery day. Until guidance 
changes, children sent home from nursery will also be required to get a negative PCR test before 
returning to nursery. Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding.  
 

 Face Masks - Although the government guidelines have changed recently regarding wearing masks, 
we are still asking all parents to continue to wear face masks when entering the building.  
 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/202662051959301723/&ved=2ahUKEwjUlemShc31AhUS8BoKHZHLBRcQqoUBegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw2hkUsUniQUEnKx4b2BLIjh
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/258886678554735274/&ved=2ahUKEwiMlJ3Qg831AhUxx4UKHRobDtoQqoUBegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw15zg7h-iE4iqPTVcFglULl
http://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=http://littleworldsbigadventures.com/loose-parts-play-at-home/&ved=2ahUKEwjaqL7Dg831AhVB1hoKHanODxAQqoUBegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw3pSx4M0IYy6q1EnL97EzmK


 

Updates and notices:- 
 

 

 We have created some home learning bags for parents to sign out and take 
home with them, then return. These bags have been created for you to 
borrow and enjoy activities at home with your child. We currently have a 
play dough, oral health and emotions bag. If you would like to borrow one 
of these bags then please ask a member of staff in the office.  
 

 We are in the process of putting together some packs for parents to support 
potty training and oral health. This will be useful importation and tips to support your children in 
these key areas. Please speak to a member of management team if you are interested in receiving 
one. 
 

 We are excited to introduce to you Future Stars Coaching, who are a 
sports coaching and mentoring organisation for schools, parents and their 
children. We have Coach Cheryl from Future Stars coming to Charlton 
every Monday and Wednesday morning to implement a range of different 
sports for the children in the Daffodil, Bluebell and Sunflower room. The 
children are able to explore and learn a variety of sports and skills 
freely. At the moment the chosen sport is Football.  
 

 

Dates for the diary…. 
 

 Monday 31st January - National story telling week. We will be 
celebrating this by reading lots of stories within the rooms and getting 
children to create and share their own stories throughout the week. 
Children will be able to bring their favourite stories from home to share 
at story time.  
*Please make sure your child’s book is labelled when bringing them 
into nursery*  
 
 
 

 Tuesday 1st February - Chinese New Year. The year of the tiger, we will 
be learning about Chinese New Year through lots of different activities 
within the room and will be enjoying some delicious Chinese food cooked 
by our Chef Darren.  
 
 
 

 Monday 14th March – Science Week. All rooms with be exploring 
everything science! Children will be able to take part in different 
science activities and experiments.  

 
 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/festivals/when-chinese-new-year.htm&ved=2ahUKEwjrxOOxks31AhWBzoUKHdEFARkQqoUBegQIABAB&usg=AOvVaw2om1zVwoPs3MbcFAdIKEiD
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/12/books/review/best-illustrated-childrens-books.html&ved=2ahUKEwj9_JPAlM31AhULxoUKHXhVAnsQqoUBegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw2Ln9TB4iKJAI6TStbpXsjY
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.facebook.com/IFeakingLoveScience/&ved=2ahUKEwib0LTZls31AhXLgs4BHe1pAnMQqoUBegQIExAB&usg=AOvVaw0jIBsnLog3NWOxzRe3I-L_
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.futurestarscoaching.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwjW-tbQnc31AhUJ8BoKHW6tB4IQqoUBegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw1JVEXYu1T4DRjHGi4AbK8-


 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have any of our staff gone the extra mile for you? Have you observed outstanding practice? Please email 

flax@charltonnursery.co.uk if you would like to nominate someone for staff of the month along with your 

reason.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Kind regards,  

The Charlton Team 

Tel: 01275 464815 
Email: flax@charltonnursery.co.uk 
 

@charlton_nursery_flax  @charltonnursery 
 
 
 
  

Staff of the month 
 

December 2021 
Darcey was chosen for staff of the month for her fantastic team 
work in the Snowdrop room and always using her initiative. Well 
done Darcey. 
 
January 2022  
We have decided to nominate all of our staff for staff of the 
month! We feel we couldn’t choose just one staff member as 
we feel all of our fantastic staff have all pulled through and 
worked so hard as a team this last month, which has been an 
incredibly challenging month due to covid. Well done Team 
Flax! 

Sign of the month 
Makaton is a language programme 

using signs and symbols to help people 
to communicate. It is designed to 

support spoken language and the signs 
and symbols are used with speech, in 
spoken word order. If you would like to 
practice this at home with your child, 

this is what we are learning… 
 

https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/297659856615384969/&ved=2ahUKEwino4Pmms31AhVFyhoKHbLUC2wQqoUBegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0dmfDfWirZ9dJBE2BmaF9R
mailto:flax@charltonnursery.co.uk
mailto:flax@charltonnursery.co.uk

